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Behold Your Mother

Brother Sean Stilson, BBD, 
rejoices with his family 
after being ordained deacon 
November 18 by Archbishop 
Gustavo Garcia-Siller, M.Sp.S.  
He is flanked here by dad and 
mom and surrounded by his 
brother Alex and aunts and 
grandmother from Louisiana.  
At the Mass, Archbishop 
Gustavo also ordained two 
deacons for the Archdiocese 

and two for the Oblates of  
Mary Immaculate. St. Dominic’s 
church was packed by relatives 
and friends, many of  whom 
were from St. Mary Magdalen 
parish. The next day after 
ordination, shown at above left 
photo, deacon Brother Sean 
preaches at the Sunday Mass in
St. Mary Magdalen Parish.  
Presider and Pastor Father Will 
is an eager listener.

So many people have been 
praying for me in recent 
months. I feel unworthy 
of such affection, but very 
grateful. I know your prayers 
have been answered because 
I have felt great peace amidst 
the difficulties of this process. 
Thank you all and God 
bless you. - Brother Sean

Ordained Deacon!Brother Sean

JOYOUS CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR RELATIVES, FRIENDS AND BENEFACTORS 
The Brothers of  the Beloved Disciple would not be where we are without your loving support over the years.  
Be assured of  our deep gratitude for your prayers and support. We believe that it is the Holy Spirit who has 

inspired this fledgling community, and because it is your work as well as ours, 
we want to share our latest Magnificat with you, our  spiritual partners.
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Archbishop Gustavo installs Father Bob 
Hogan, BBD, as pastor of  St. Philip of  Jesus 
Parish and St. Henry’s Parish.  Father Bob 
gave a five week series on “Spiritual Focuses 
for Building Strong Parishes” using aspects 
of  the spirituality of  the Brothers of  the 
Beloved Disciple.

Father Bob Installed as 
Pastor of Two Parishes

Our Chapel Renovated
Through the generosity of  our benefactors, 
friends, and the skill of  technicians we were 
able to repaint, recarpet and transform 
our chapel. The earth-toned carpet gives a 
warmth, images of  the Holy Spirit appear 
above the cross and beneath the altar, the 
tabernacle has new doors that open more 
suitably for private adoration with the chi-
rho symbol of   Christ in gold leaf, and the 
Calvary scene dominates the wall behind 
the altar.

Until now the Brothers of  the 
Beloved Disciple have been 
wearing a short, blue, poncho- 
style habit with black trousers 
and a silver cross with Mary and 
the Beloved Disciple.  Some 
of  them have been accosted in 
stores as if  they were employees 
or other secular agents, so the 
concern about visible identity 
has arisen.  In the Marianist 
tradition going back to Father 
Chaminade, the Brothers were 
to dress like the professional 
laymen of  the day and the 
priest members were to dress 

as the secular clergy dressed.  
That was in the wake of  the 
anti-clericalism of  the French 
Revolution.  Today among 
the young in our secularized 
culture there is a longing to 
make a statement about identity, 
and that concern has surfaced 
among some of  the members 
of  our community.  After 
much prayer and discussion of  
the matter, it was decided to 
permit experimentation with 
an optional, full-length habit, 
black with a blue scapular.  Your 
feedback is welcome. 

Experimenting with New Habits
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The Fall Life in the Spirit Seminar drew 
some 200 people for the seven week renewal 
and empowerment through the charisms of  
the Holy Spirit. Here is the gathering for the 
opening night which featured a dinner and a 
talk on God’s love. The English and Spanish 
prayer groups gathered to praise the Lord 
and share a wonderful Thanksgiving meal.

Holy Spirit Renews: (Lower Left to Right) 
Adam Cadengo pumps his fists as he gives his 
testimony about the effect of the Life in the 
Seminar on his life. He was among the young 
adults who made the seminar. Norene Cadengo 
joyfully shares about her experience. The whole 
Cadengo family made the seminar. She said her 
big brother Adam is her best friend. Jedid de la 
Torre shares her experience of new life through 
the Spanish Life in the Spirit Seminar.

Father George gave two retreats to the 
Deacons and their wives of  the Lubbock 
Texas diocese, one in September and 
another in October.  He spoke on the 
biblical theme of  the Holy Spirit, using slides 
illustrating the various images of  the Spirit 
in the Old and New Testaments.

Holy Spirit for Deacons

Visit our NEW website!  BrothersOfTheBelovedDisciple.com

Life In the Spirit Seminar
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Left Photo: October 
13, Brother Ruben, 
holding up his rosary 
and leading the hymn 
from his iPhone, leads 
parishioners on our 
front lawn, on the 
100th anniversary of 
Our Lady’s Apparitions 
at Fatima. Right Photo: 
He was interviewed 
in Spanish by Catholic 
radio 1380 AM on 
the spirit and history 
of the Brothers of the 
Beloved Disciple.

After more than fifteen years volunteering to help  clean our house, 
Alicia Alvarado retired this fall. Shown here with her husband 
Manuel, she was honored with a dinner with the Brothers of  the 
Beloved Disciple and a gift of  a Nativity set on November 15. 
We not only miss her professional cleaning but her warm, delightful 
and prayerful personality.

We Miss Her


