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Behold Your Mother

Celebrating 50 Years of  the Catholic Charismatic RenewalJubilee!

Speakers for English Track: Dr. Ralph Martin, Fr. Mark Goring, CC, Fr. Bob Hogan, BBD, Archbishop Gustavo. Spanish Track: Archbishop, Padre Ro-
dolfo Londño (Colombia), Padre Elias Arambula (Mexico). Youth Track: Alicia Franco, Matt Arismendez, Joe Melendrez, Fr. Will Combs, BBD.

On February 18, 1967 a group of  Catholic college 
students at the Ark and the Dove retreat house in 
Pittsburgh experienced a life-changing empowerment by 
the Holy Spirit that has since touched some one hundred 
million Catholics.  The Brothers of  the Beloved Disciple 
are one of  the fruits of  that outpouring.  On March 
18 this year, we joined hundreds of  charismatics and 
would-be charismatics at the H.B. Gonzalez Convention 

Center for a regional conference celebrating the Jubilee.  
There were three tracks: English, Spanish and Youth.  
Father Bob was one of  the speakers in the English 
track. As executive director of  the Catholic Center for 
Charismatic Renewal, he was the principal organizer of  
the conference.  Father Will was also a speaker for the 
Youth Track.  We were privileged to host the speakers 
for the English and Spanish tracks at our home.
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Cheryl Wilcox (right) and her photography assistants, 
reporters for the charismatic 700 Club on the Christian 
Broadcasting Network, spent two days filming 
our community and prayer group in preparation 
for a national televised program honoring the 50th 
Anniversary of  the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 

Although the program will also honor other persons and 
events in the history of  the Catholic renewal, we were 
honored to be included in the filming. We expect it to be 
broadcast in June or July. 

Also pictured above: Brother Sean Stilson addresses the English prayer 
group as it is being filmed by 700 Club.

CBN 700 Club Spends Two Days Filming Our Community

Father George is celebrating 
seventy years of  his religious 
profession as a Marianist this 
year. He made his first vows on
August 15, 1947 in Galesville, 
Wisconsin. “I am grateful to 

God and our Blessed Mother for the tremendous grace 

of  serving these seventy years. I am also 
grateful for the many brothers and sisters who 
have graced my path either as my family, fellow 
Marianists, novices, scholastics, seminarians, 
students, lay collaborators and friends—yes, 

and those who have come to me as penitents in the 
confessional or for prayer. They should all take a bow 
for the ways they have blessed me, for my jubilee is also 
theirs. I am especially indebted to the Marianists for 
allowing me to co-found and foster the new community 
of  the Brothers of  the Beloved Disciple.”

70 Years
Another Jubilee:
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Pentecost from the
This is the new four-inch 
silver cross the Brothers of  
the Beloved Disciple are wearing as a symbol of  their charism and 
mission. It shows Jesus giving his mother to the Beloved Disciple, 
saying, “There is your son.” But it combines the gift of  the Holy 
Spirit, represented by the descending dove. Christians who know of  
the descent of  the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, as described in Acts 2, 
are generally less familiar with the gift of  the Spirit from the Cross. 
It is hidden in the metaphor of  John 19:30. At the moment of  
Jesus’ death, “he handed over the Spirit.” True to his love for 
double meanings, the evangelist means it was Jesus’ last breath and 
also the handing over of  the Holy Spirit to the Church represented 
by the little community huddled at the foot of  the cross. We are that 
community today. This is the mystery we are called to live and share.

Healings Continue to Happen 
at Our Prayer Group
Steve Mendoza shares his testimony on January 28. His doctor told 
him that because his ALS was very aggressive he could not expect 
to live more than two and a half  years, so he should make the 
necessary preparations. With a wife and three children depending 
on him, Steve became very depressed. A friend invited him to a 
healing Mass and afterwards to a Life in the Spirit Seminar at St. 
Mary Magdalen. After being prayed over for the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, Steve’s ALS ceased to progress and has remained arrested for 
six years. Praise the Lord! Steve is active in the English prayer group 
and in fund raising for the Catholic Center for Charismatic Renewal.

Cross
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On the third Sunday of  Advent and vigil of  the feast of  Our Lady 
of  Guadalupe, the English and Spanish Companions of  the 
Beloved Disciple, our lay family, met for their annual retreat day. 
The day ended with a holy hour (above) and a pot-luck supper.

Our dear friend and Episcopal Advisor, 
Most Reverend Thomas J. Flanagan, 
is in nursing care at Padua Place in San 
Antonio. Auxiliary bishop of  San Antonio, 
he was instrumental in getting our approval 
as the first stage of  becoming a religious 
order, and has been close to us ever since. 
He is dearly beloved by priests and people 
of  this area of  Texas. He would appreciate 
your prayers.

Beloved Family Members


