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For Your Support by love, prayer, friendship and gifts 
we are deeply grateful.  You are our partners in what 

we believe is God’s work.  We pray for you daily.  
May he bless you abundantly in the New Year!  

Joyous Christmas

As I write this, I have just read that forty-
five Christians were gunned down by 
Islamist extremists in Syria.  The Middle 
East today is like the Pittsburg Paint globe 
dripping not with paint but with blood.  
And are we immune to violence on our 
own soil?

So above the blasts and the terror and the 
bloodshed and the screams can we hear 
the angels singing “Peace on Earth”?  To be 
honest it is not easy to do so.

Yet it was precisely in such a world that 
the Prince of Peace chose to be born.  King 
Herod terrorized his own people, and the 
Son of God had to flee as a refugee.   And  
when Herod died, Joseph steered the Holy 
Family’s return from Egypt away from 
Judea ruled by Herod’s son Archelaus, 
who massacred three thousand Jews in the 
Temple.  The peace the angels heralded was 
nonetheless real, but it was beginning like a 
mustard seed when Jesus was born of Mary 
in a stable.  Born amid service animals, he 
would ride into his capital city also on the 
humblest of service animals, he who said 
he had come not to be served but to serve. 
Servant King. King of Peace. If he calls for 
justice and love, he also provides it in the 
hearts of those who work for it.

Peace on Earth?
by Father George
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Brother Sean Enters Seminary
Brother Sean Stilson was accepted into Assumption 
Seminary on November 7.  He continues as a full-fledged 
member of the BBD but is now pursuing studies that will 
lead directly to ordination as a priest of the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio.  He is studying at Oblate School of The-
ology, pursuing the Master of Divinity degree.

Travis Rocha is now officially an 
External Aspirant
In the photo above, Brother Sean Stilson gives the kiss of peace to 
Travis Rocha after he makes his commitment as an External Aspirant. 
That means he lives at home while at college but pursues a formation 
program with BBD.

BBDs Share Vocation Stories 
with Parish
During October Vocation Month various Brothers 
shared about the charism of the community at the six 
different parish Masses.  Here Brother Sean shares at 
the noon Mass. 

BBD Shares with LifeTeen
Another activity for Vocation month: Each member of the BBD shared 
an aspect of the community’s charism (community, the Holy Spirit, and 
Mary)  with our parish’s Life Teen.  Here Brothers Sean and Gabriel lead 
the youth in praise and worship.   Father Bob, who organized the evening, 
can be seen tall at the rear. 

COME AND SEE If you are a young man considering a religious vocation, why not 
join us at 1701 Alametos, San Antonio, on December 29-31 for a 
discernment retreat and to experience our community firsthand? 

Please call for details: 210-667-6751.December 29 - 31, 2013
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Annual Life-in-the-Spirit Seminar draws 400 Participants
Celia Maspero, holding a crucifix, gives the opening talk on God’s Love of the seven week Thursday night English-speaking Life in 
the Spirit Seminar.  150 attended the English seminar and 250 the Spanish.

253 Attend Parish Family 
Retreat
On the weekend of October 25-27, two hundred and 
fifty three husbands, wives, children and young adults 
met at the H.E.B. Camp in Leakey, Texas, for the 
annual family retreat, doubling last  year’s number.  
Brother Gabriel facilitated the children and young 
adult section.

Parish Festival’s Focus on 
Family Huge Success
Dad and five sons and daughters of the Estrada 
family ( Joshua is on the drums in the back) perform 
their repertoire for the festival.  Without alcohol and 
professional bands this year it made more money for 
the parish than previous festivals.    

Parish is Bulging!
Spanish-preference parishioners have grown so much 
that a second Spanish Mass has become necessary. 
6pm Saturday and 9am Sunday will be en español! 
Not least among the causes of growth has been Fr. 
Will’s charismatic Spanish preaching.

BBD Community 
Needs in 2014

Our needs for the coming year are, chiefly, 
tuition for our candidates and seminarians. 

Praise God for this growing need!
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Our Work with the Charismatic Center
Father Will (back to us) works with the Archdiocese’s Spanish Service Committee for the Charismatic Renewal (above left). Father 
Bob regularly teaches Saturday morning leadership programs for the local Charismatic renewal (above right).

Who’s Doing What?
Father Joseph Mary: Pastor of St. Mary Magdalen Church, able to 
administer the parish, say Mass and preach, hear confessions and 
heal, but still recovering and is grateful to Father Will, who does 
a lot of the work.  Meets for formation with young professed and 
aspirants.
Father Will: Very busy as Parochial Vicar, counseling, led 
pilgrimage in September to Medjugorje. Also meets with young 
professed and aspirants for formation.
Father Bob: Coordinates Charismatic Center, helps with Mass 
and Confessions at parish, has given talks and retreats, meetings 
in Denver,  Atlanta, Nashville, Bethlehem.  Meets with young 
professed and aspirants for formation.
Father George: Coordinates the community, teaches Scripture 
at St. Mary’s University, helps when needed at parish, speaking 
engagements, meets with young professed and aspirants for formation.  Busy with a limited 
amount of Spiritual direction.
Brother Sean: Full-time seminarian studying theology at Oblate School of Theology.  Helps 
with parish’s young adult group.  Meets regularly with staff for formation.
Brother Gabriel: Full-time student at SAC, next semester at Mexican American Catholic 
College and University of the Incarnate Word .  Sings in church choir, ministers to Young 
Adult group.  Handles BBD website, Facebook and Twitter.
Daniel Dominguez: Aspirant working to pay debts, participates in formation program, helps 
with practical needs of the community.
Ruben Garza:  Aspirant working for Good Shepherd Network of Catholic schools.  
Participates in Aspirants’ formation program.

Photo above: Instead of 
Hallowe’en goblin garb, Aspirant 
Ruben Garza dressed up as Saint 
Anthony for All Saints.  Brother 
Sean (left) supplied him with 
a tonsure for the full effect.  In 
the spirit of the patron of San 
Antonio, Ruben evangelized 
the city by various apparitions, 
including at the chancery.
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Updating our New House
A lot had to be done to bring our new house 
up to code.  In the photo seen here, workers 
are installing new drywall.  Men of the parish 
helped with some of the work.

Echoes of Rio World 
Youth Day
Parish members Marisol and Susan share with 
Brother Gabriel the graces they received at 
World Youth Day.  The experience solidified 
Marisol’s discernment to enter religious life.

WYD 2016 Already 
Underway
Brother Gabriel is working with a team laying 
plans for World Youth Day 2016 in Poland.  
Left is Lauren Daniels, coordinator of 
Magnificat Travels, right is Kristen Vasquez, 
member of the team.

Start Vocations Early
In this photo, Father Will explains our charism 
to the “Sons of the Beloved Disciple,”  a youth 
group who spent an afternoon of prayer, learning 
and fun with our community on November 10.
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Rare Visitor
A rare 13-inch Texas Spiny Lizard visited our compost 
heap.  This photo is offered for those who have never 
seen such a creature.

Legacy of the Missionaries
Once a month we go out for a community recreation.  
Although many of us have seen the San Antonio Mis-
sions before, we made this our October recreation 
as a pilgrimage for vocations.  There has been much 
renovation work done on the missions, like San Juan 
Capistrano, whose bell tower crowns a new, pure white 
exterior. Although part of a national park and a tourist 
attraction, the four missions are active parishes.


