Phone: (210) 667-6751

2 More

We have some startling news to
share with you. On July 1, 2017
the Brothers of the Beloved

3

Disciple accepted and took
responsibility for two additional
parishes. Now we have 3!

How is this possible? A little
background will be helpful.

In June 2000, the Archdiocese
of San Antonio assigned to

the Brothers of the Beloved
Disciple St. Mary Magdalen
Parish. With it, we were given

use of the old convent on the
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Parishes!

property, housing for which

we were very much in need.
Although we spent quite a bit to
bring the convent, unoccupied
for a decade or more, up to
living conditions, it became,
with the church, the base of our
living, formation, and ministry.
At the same time, Father Bob
Hogan, pastor of St. Mary
Magdalen, served as Associate
Liaison for the Charismatic
Renewal in San Antonio, under

Bishop Thomas Flanagan. The

continued on pg. 2
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Top: Saint Philip of Jesus Parish.

Below: Saint Henry’s Parish. The former
Academy on the left became the Catholic Center
for Charismatic Renewal in 1977.

Brother Sean’s
Perpetual Profession
Set for August 22

Brother Sean Stilson, BBD,

has been approved to make his
perpetual, life-time vows on

the feast of Mary’s Queenship,
August 22, at 7:00 pm in St. Mary
Magdalen Church. Please join us
in celebration of God’s grace in
his life. We also hope to see him

as a deacon in the fall.
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BBD, having completed his
novitiate year, was admitted to
profession of his first yearly
vows as a Brother of the
Beloved Disciple on June 22.
He formerly belonged to the
Brothers of Saint John, where

he was ordained a priest, but

for his call. He will be helping

Our Community Makes National Television
The 700 Club on Christian Broadcasting Network has done a wonderful job of featuring the 50th Jubilee of the

Father John Francis Bentley,

he felt called to our community
and its mission. We give thanks
to God and our Blessed Mother

Parish, while also working part

Father John Francis Takes First Vows

time as chaplain of John Paul II
High School. Various groups

of the parish sponsored a
reception after the Mass, which
also honoted Father Bob for his
seventeen years of service at the
parish, six of which he served as
pastor, and for his new mission
at the two other churches.

The third honoree was Father
George, who, as noted in our
last newsletter, is celebrating

his seventieth year of religious

Father Will at St. Mary Magdalen  profession.

Charismatic Renewal in the Catholic Church, and part of the program featured the Brothers of the Beloved

Disciple with scenes of our community. To view the program, visit the following link:

http://www1.cbn.com/fifty-yeats-catholic-charismatic-movement-1967-2017

Parishes (Continued from 1)

Charismatic Renewal Center
occupied the old academy building
on the grounds of St. Henry’s
Parish. So Father Bob spent time
there regularly. When Father Joseph
Mary Marshall replaced him as
pastor of St. Mary Magdalen, Fr.
Bob had more time for the CCCR.
This year, the Archdiocese asked

us if we would be interested in
taking over St. Henry’s with the
Charismatic Center attached AND
the small parish 5 minutes away,

St. Philip of Jesus. We would have
preferred to delay that move till next
year, when hopefully Brother Sean
Stilson would be ordained and could

assist. But now was preferred by the

Archdiocese, so we said, “Be it done
to us according to your will.” Father
Bob is pastor of the two churches—
or technically pastor of St. Philip

of Jesus and Administrator of St.
Henry. Brother Ruben Garza will
hopefully be helping in the parishes
once he completes his studies in
pastoral ministry.

We will all continue to live together
in community at Casa San Juan, the
renovated convent on the grounds
of St. Mary Magdalen parish, where
Father Will Combs continues as
pastor, now assisted by Father John
Francis Bentley, newly professed
BBD. Father George continues

as director of the community and

of novices, and he helps out on
weekends at the parish.

We would not be where we are
without the generous support of
you, our benefactors. Please realize
that you take the credit for much
of what has transpired over the
years. We are deeply grateful to
the Lord and to you for what YOU
have done, and we trust you will
continue to do for the Brothers of
the Beloved Disciple. This is a bold
adventure, but we see it as a call

of the Lord. Please pray for more
vocations so that we can continue
to respond to the calls for ministry
but also for our formation needs for

future candidates.
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Top: The Ark and the Dove Chapel
where the world-wide explosion of
the Holy Spirit began.

In Pittsburgh, the waters of the
Allegheny and Monongahela rivers
flow into the Ohio river, making

it the fitting stage for “Rivers

of Living Water,” theme of the
Golden Jubilee Conference of
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
The phenomenon began there in
1967 at a Pittsburgh retreat house
called “The Ark and the Dove,”

when a dozen young adults were

touched by the “Baptism in the Holy

Spirit,” a powerful, life-transforming
experience, which from the original
twelve has now spread to over 120
million Catholics world-wide. Our
community, which was born of the

Charismatic Renewal, judged the

jubilee so important we attended

as a community. Father Bob gave
one of the workshops, and he and
Father George were honored with a
group of pioneers who have served
the renewal from its earliest years (see
photo: Fr. Bob in BBD babit on the left,
Fr. George tallest, in black). A Saturday
night Eucharistic procession of
some 6,000 wound its way from

the Convention center to the point
where the three rivers meet. Dozens
of dramatic healings occurred,
including at least six persons who
walked, even danced, out of their
wheel chairs, and a woman blind
from birth in her left eye, gained

normal sight.

Fifty-Fifty Encore

Judge John and Patricia Longoria celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary with a Mass by Father
George on the exact day and hour that Father George
blessed their wedding half a century ago at St. Mary’s
University chapel. The celebration at St. Leonard’s
parish was followed by a banquet. The Longorias have
been primary promoters and benefactors of the Gabriel
Project, which provides for single mothers who choose

to keep their babies insead of aborting them.
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Jesus Continues to Heal

Photo: Brother Ruben Garza, holding
a picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
is translating Sharon’s testimony into
Spanish at the Healing Mass.

Gabriel Ruiz has taken a leave
of absence. We pray for him and
wish him well as he continues to
discern his call in life.

Sharon Markey, leader of the St.
Mary Magdalen RCIA program
preparing adults for baptism and
confirmation, shares at the June
healing Mass her astounding
healing of bladder cancer. Three
doctors felt certain the tumor
was cancerous, and subsequently
two doctors who performed

the medical scan confirmed the
cancer. Sharon came immediately

to Fr. George for prayer and the

anointing of the sick, and dozens

of others stormed heaven in her behalf. Sharon has a special devotion
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, handed down from grandfather to father to
Sharon. On June 23, the feast of the Sacred Heart, her doctor called and
said, “Sharon, I don’t understand this. When they removed the tumor it
was totally benign. No cancer. I simply do not understand this.”

Well Sharon does, and so do those who believe Jesus continues to heal.



